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1881. They met their own countrymen recoiling from
the Boer fire, and in the confusion the hill-top was
lost, in spite of Colley's efforts to rally them. He
was shot through the head as he stood facing
the enemy. About ninety others fell, and sixty
prisoners were taken, although the whole Boer
sir George force did not amount to two hundred men. So
Coley perished a gallant and heroic soldier who might
have rendered invaluable service to the State If
the force at his disposal had been adequate to
ensure victory in the enterprise he undertook. He
had acquired In India remarkable influence over
Lord Lytton, whose forward policy he encouraged,
and his military reputation was undoubted till the
fatal incident which closed his career. From the
charge of double-dealing, which has been made
against him, he is wholly free. The period fixed
by himself had elapsed, he had given no pledge to
suspend hostilities, and he had not entered the
Transvaal. His misconception of Kruger's where-
abouts explains his undue haste, and his anxiety for
the garrison of Potschefstroorn, with Ms wish to
dominate Lalng's Nek, instead of being dominated
by It, is an intelligible defence of his strategical
manoeuvre.

So soon as the War Office heard of Sir George
Colley's death, Sir Frederick Roberts was sent out
to succeed him. But meanwhile prompt action of
some sort had to be taken. Grievous as the result
of the attack on Majuba was, only hysterical panic
could magnify it into a national disaster, and the
problem to be solved was not military, but political
What had become of Colley's letter to Kruger, and
of Kruger's reply? Nobody in England then knew.
As a matter of fact the message reached Kruger
on the morrow of Majuba, and to Sir Evelyn
Wood, who had temporarily taken Colley's place,
was handed on the 7th of March Kruger s accept-